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it could only be by asserting that England
was self-contained as a religious community
and complete in itself. If it were so, if the
centre of English religious life lay within the
circumference and not outside it at Rome,
who was the human head of the Church ? It
could be no one but the King, and the justi-
fication of the claim could be only that imperial
line of argument which had been worked out
in the fourteenth century and was now being
displayed in action on German soil.

But for many centuries the Popes had
enjoyed in practice a supreme authority
over the English Church, as over the rest of
their communion. That authority might be
justified in two ways ; either as a matter of
principle, the Pope being taken, as he claimed
to be, for the representative of God on earth ;
or else as being the exercise of a number of
rights conceded to him by overt or tacit
sanction of the Sovereign. Henry took the
latter line, and argued that what had been
granted could be resumed. It was resumed,
first by the submission of the clergy in 1582,
confirmed by Parliament in 1534, and then
by the Act of Supremacy, also in 1584. These
documents do not profess to make the King
" the only supreme head in earth of the
Church of England," but provide that he